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SUBJECT: SPANISH SAHARA: SPANISH AMBASSADOR'S COMMENTS 
REF: MADRID 7787 

1. SPANISH AMBASSADOR AND I MET MID-DAY NOVEMBER 7 TO 
DISCUSS SAHARA DEVELOPMENTS. IN REVIEW OF HIS NOVEMBER 6 
CONVERSATION WITH BENHIMA (REFTEL), SPANISH AMBASSADOR SAID 
HIS REPORT ON BENHIMA'S REMARKS HAD BEEN MISUSED WITHIN GOS. 

WHILE HE CONFIRMED GIST OF BENHIMA’S STATEMENTS ALONG LINES 
REFTEL, HE UNDERLINED THAT THIS HAD BEEN JUST ONE OF A SERIES 
OF UNOFFICIAL BRAINSTORMING SESSIONS WITH BENHIMA. HIS REPORT 
TO MADRID, HE ELABORATED, HAD NOT BEEN DESIGNED TO HAVE THE 
EFFECT IT HAD HAD OF MAKING IT LOOK AS THOUGH MOROCCANS 
HAD PRESENTED AN ULTIMATUM. HE HAD ASKED MADRID TO PASS 
BENHIMA'S REMARKS TO SPANISH UN DELEGATION, BUT ONLY FOR 
INFORMATION. IN ABSENCE DE PINIES, ACTING SPANISH REP HAD 
UNHELPFULLY MADE THEM PUBLIC. A STATEMENT WOULD BE RELEASED 
IMMINENTLY IN MADRID, RABAT AND NEW YORK DENYING ANY MOROCCAN 
ULTIMATUM, HE SAID. 

2. NOTING TODAY S INERTIA IN SAHARA MARCH AND CONTINUING GOM-GOS 
CONTACTS, SPANISH AMB SAID THERE WAS STILL TIME FOR ACCOMMODATION, 
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WANTED TO KEEP ALGERIA IN NEGOTIATING PICTURE, AND IF THIS FACTION 
PREVAILED THIS COULD CAUSE A DISASTER, HE ASSERTED. HE ALSO 
SAW RISK THAT MOROCCANS MIGHT BECOME OVER-CONFIDENT AND DEMAND 
TOO MUCH IN THE WAY OF SPANISH CONCESSIONS. 

3. SPANISH AMB SAID THAT SPANISH CITIZENS IN MOROCCO HAD BEEN 
TOLD THEY SHOULD FEEL FREE TO LEAVE COUNTRY IF THEY WERE NERVOUS, 

BUT THAT SPANISH EMBASSY NOT ORGANIZING AN EVACUATION. 

NEUMANN 
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